
 
1 
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Dear students,   
 
Congratulations on completing your A-Level journey! We hope that this handout provides you with some essential information as 
you plan for your next step forward. We wish you all the best in your future endeavors! 
 

If your concern is …  Refer to  

What can I do to increase my chances of entering 
university? 

Section A – Educational Pathways After A-Levels 

I do not think I am able to enter the 6 local AUs. 
What are the alternatives to full-time degree 
programmes? 

Section A – Educational Pathways After A-Levels 

I failed General Paper. Can I still get a place in a local 
AU? 

Section B – General Paper Requirement for 
Admission to Local AUs 

Should I retake my A-Levels?  Section C – Factors to Consider Before Applying to 
Retake A-Levels 

I am unsure which university/course to choose.  Section D – Factors to Consider When Selecting a 
University/Course 

I am considering private education.  Section E – Private Education 

Who can I speak to for advice?  
I need some support on crafting impactful personal 
statements, quick-takes, resumes and interviews. 

Section F – ECG Support 

What are some resources I can refer to?  Section G - MySkillsFuture Student Portal  
Section H – University Admissions Exercise  
Section I – What else can I do while serving 
NS/waiting for the universities to reply? 
Section J – Do’s and don’ts 

What are the important Do’s and don’ts?  Section J – Do’s and don’ts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guide to Further Education After A-Levels 
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Section A – Educational Pathways After A-Levels  
What can I do to increase my chances of entering university?  
 
Step 1: Apply to all six local Autonomous Universities  
Apply even if you are not confident of meeting the previous year’s IGP (The cut-off varies each year). Ensure you have a combination 
of courses that include:  

o desired and ‘safe’ courses  
o a different course within the same university  
o a similar course at different universities   

 
Note that ranking of choices matters. For instance, NUS offers first choice bonus points scheme for A Level graduates. You may refer 
to https://www.nus.edu.sg/oam/undergraduate-programmes/1st-Choice for more information.  
 
Step 2: Opt-in for Aptitude Based Admissions (ABA). Check out the respective websites. 
 
https://www.nus.edu.sg/oam/admissions/aptitude-based-admissions 
https://www.ntu.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/admission-guide/Aptitude-based-Admissions 
https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/requirements 
https://admissions.smu.edu.sg/admissions-requirements 
https://www.suss.edu.sg/admissions/application-process/eligibility/full-time-undergraduate-admission-criteria 
https://www.sutd.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/ 
 
 
What are the alternatives to full-time degree programmes?  
1: Consider taking up part-time degree programmes at SUSS (https://www.suss.edu.sg/part-time-undergraduate)  
 
Features of part-time degree programmes at SUSS:  
• Lower admission criteria (two GCE A-Level passes).  
• Same as full-time courses in all aspects (core modules, fees, scholarships, financial assistance, Honours, minors, 2nd major etc), 
 just conducted in a part-time mode usually consisting of weekday evenings, Saturdays with a blend of face-to-face sessions as well 
as online learning. 
• Two intakes a year compared to one intake for full-time courses. 
• Course mates will include a wider mix of people.  
• Possibility of graduating at the same time as compared to peers who are pursuing full-time courses. 

 

https://www.nus.edu.sg/oam/undergraduate-programmes/1st-Choice
https://www.nus.edu.sg/oam/admissions/aptitude-based-admissions
https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/requirements
https://www.suss.edu.sg/admissions/application-process/eligibility/full-time-undergraduate-admission-criteria
https://www.suss.edu.sg/part-time-undergraduate
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Retrieved from SUSS’s website (Feb 2025) 

 

 
2: Consider Competency‑based Stackable Micro‑credentials (CSM) which can lead up to a degree qualification at SIT 
Each micro-credential can be taken individually to earn a specialist certificate or can be stacked toward an SIT degree. Find out more 
at https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways.  
 
Currently, there are 3 CSM pathways offered by SIT: 

- Applied Computing (https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways/applied-computing)  
- Electrical and Electronic Engineering (https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways/electrical-electronic-

engineering) 
-  Infrastructure and Systems Engineering (https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways/infrastructure-

systems-engineering) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways
https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways/applied-computing
https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways/electrical-electronic-engineering
https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways/electrical-electronic-engineering
https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways/infrastructure-systems-engineering
https://www.singaporetech.edu.sg/sitlearn/csm-pathways/infrastructure-systems-engineering
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3: Consider the Arts Institutions such as University of the Arts, LASALLE, NAFA or similar Art- and Design-related courses at the 
five Polytechnics:  
All five polytechnics as well as the new University of the Arts (UAS), LASALLE and NAFA offer arts and design related diploma and 
degree programmes for A-Level holders. The closing dates for applications vary. Please refer to their individual websites for accurate 
information about programmes, entry requirements, fees and application deadlines.  
 
Do bear in mind courses related to art and design are more suitable for those who have an aptitude in these areas.  As part of their 
admission process, these Arts Institutions usually require applicants to submit a portfolio of their works.   

 
4: Consider taking up a diploma at local polytechnics  
Since Academic Year (AY) 2019, eligible A-Level graduates can be admitted to polytechnics at the start of Year 1 Semester 2 in 
October. The reduction of one semester allows A Level graduates to complete their polytechnic studies to 2.5 years, from the usual 
3 years.  
 
Starting Academic Year 2020, eligible A-Level graduates can be admitted and be exempted from up to two semesters of polytechnic 
studies. A-Level graduates will be able to enter polytechnic in the same year of A-Level results released and obtain a polytechnic 
diploma in 2 years, rather than 3 years. In all, the polytechnics will offer a wide range of courses with some form of exemptions (one 
semester or two semesters of module exemptions). 
 
Do check the websites of each polytechnic to find out which courses allow for a shortened duration for A-level graduates to obtain 
their diploma.  
 
Section B – General Paper Requirement for Admission to Local AUs  
Students can apply to local AUs even if he/she failed General Paper. For example, from SMU’s website: 

 
https://admissions.smu.edu.sg/faqs/admissions-and-applications 
 
Do check the websites of the respective AUs to verify this information.  
 
Section C – Factors to Consider Before Applying to Retake A-Levels  
If you are thinking of retaking your A-Levels, consider the following questions:   
• Have I considered getting a part-time degree at SUSS or a CSM stacked degree at SIT?  
• Have I considered a polytechnic diploma with a possible shorter duration (and subsequent entry into the local AUs)?  
• Have I considered the Arts Institutions?  
• Have I sought insights from parents, ECG counsellors, teachers, and/or school counsellors?   
• Have I checked with the school on my eligibility to redo PU3 @MI? What are my alternatives if I am not eligible to repeat at MI?  
• Have I considered Private Education?  
• What must I do differently to improve my performance?  
• Concurrently, are you doing the following:  

o Have I applied to all 6 local AUs, making full use of the options available?  
o Have I appealed to all the AUs, all the way till the start of the academic year?  
 

Do note that for admissions to local AUs, 3 H2 subjects and GP must be taken in one sitting. For example, from NTU’s website: 

 
https://www.ntu.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/admission-guide/singapore-cambridge-gce-a-level 
 
Do check the websites of the respective AUs for more information on combining results from separate sittings.  

https://admissions.smu.edu.sg/faqs/admissions-and-applications
https://www.ntu.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/admission-guide/singapore-cambridge-gce-a-level
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Section D – Factors to Consider When Selecting a University/Course  

 
It will be good to seek additional insights from seniors, teachers, ECG counsellors, school counsellors and family members. 
 
Section E – Private Education  
Before considering private education, do consider the following questions:   
• Have I done the necessary things to increase my chances of entering local AUs? (see section A)  
• Have I applied to all 6 local AUs, making full use of the options available?  
• Have I appealed to all the AUs, all the way till the start of the academic year?  
• Have I considered getting a part-time degree at SUSS or a CSM stacked degree at SIT?  
• Have I considered a polytechnic diploma with a possible shorter duration (and subsequent entry into the local AUs)?  
• Have I considered the Arts Institutions?  
• Have I checked the cost of Private Education as well as the Financial Aid available? You may want to know some 

programmes cost less than the AUs, and the same study loans offered at the AUs are available with Private Education. 
In addition, some degree programmes can be completed in a slightly shorter duration compared to the 6 AUs.  

• Have I sought insights from parents, ECG counsellors, teachers, and/or school counsellors?   
 
For private education: 
• Students should liaise directly with the respective institutions to find out more about the courses and assess the merits 

of pursuing a private education programme before deciding.  
• Refer to the infographics below on some factors for consideration when deciding on private education options.  
• For more information on whether to pursue private education, please refer to SkillsFuture’s website   
(https://www.skillsfuture.gov.sg/pei)   

 
  

https://www.skillsfuture.gov.sg/pei
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Before You Consider Private Education: 3Rs For You To Think About   

(https://www.ssg.gov.sg/resources/pei/other-pei-resources/3rs-for-you-to-think-about/) 

 

 
https://www.skillsfuture.gov.sg/docs/default-source/initiatives/8-things_pdf

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ssg.gov.sg/resources/pei/other-pei-resources/3rs-for-you-to-think-about/
https://www.skillsfuture.gov.sg/docs/default-source/initiatives/8-things_pdf
https://www.skillsfuture.gov.sg/docs/default-source/initiatives/8-things_pdf
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Section F – ECG Support 
 

Workshop by ECG Counsellor, Mr. Tan Chia Boon  
This workshop will cover the basics of crafting impactful responses to personal 
statements, quick-takes or interviews needed during university admission.   
 
In addition, some quick tips:  

1. Use the STAR method to answer (longer) questions for both personal 
statements and interviews. Simply Google “STAR method to answer 
questions”.   

2. Use the XYZ formula for (shorter) responses for resumes and quick-takes.  
Simply Google “XYZ formula for resumes”. 

 
https://t.me/+1kGs6mASacYxMTll  
Join this Telegram group to receive 

updates on the workshop 
dates/timings 

ECG Counselling with Mr. Tan Chia Boon  
Mr Tan will be available on the afternoon of results release. Alternatively, use the 
link to the right to arrange an appointment. 

 

ECG Counselling at ECG Centre @MOE (Grange Road)   
ECG counselling service is also available at ECG Centre @MOE (Grange Road). You 
can also contact them via email at MOE_ECG@moe.gov.sg or via their hotline at 
6831 1420.  

 
https://go.gov.sg/moe-ecg-centre 

MOE Brochure – What’s Next 
A resource to support students' decision-making process. 
https://file.go.gov.sg/alevel-pathways.pdf 

 

 

 
 
  

https://t.me/+1kGs6mASacYxMTll
https://file.go.gov.sg/alevel-pathways.pdf
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Section G – MySkillsFuture Student Portal  
Log on to https://www.myskillsfuture.gov.sg/content/student/en/preu.html.  
Your userID is your NRIC. If you have forgotten your password, you can reset your password by clicking on “Forgot your password?”  
on the login window. If you are still unable to do so, you can email studentportal@myskillsfuture.sg or call 66849020. 
 

  
 
Section H – University Admissions Exercise  
Application Platform   
With the implementation of a flexible and differentiated university admissions system, applicants seeking admission to any one of 
the universities are required to complete separate online application forms which have been customized to each university’s 
requirements. Applicants can access each university’s application forms through their respective websites. See the following page 
for the relevant web addresses. Separate processing of applications by each university will allow students to receive competitive 
offers for admission from these universities. An application fee may be payable depending on the university. Please refer to the 
respective university websites for the application period.  
 
Minimum Requirements and New Courses  
Please refer to the respective university website pages for information on minimum requirements and any new courses.  
 
Indicative Grade Profiles and Programme Places for A-Level Applicants   
Eligibility for admission is an important factor when students decide on which programme to study. Applicants need to be aware 
that the admission criteria may vary from programme to programme. For the popular programmes with small intake, competition 
is expected to be keener with more stringent grade requirements.  Visit the respective local autonomous universities’ websites for  
the most updated information.  
 
Tuition fees  
All universities charge a cohort-based fee system. Students will pay the same amount for their entire candidature. For annual 
tuition fees, please refer to the respective local autonomous universities’ websites for the most updated information.  
 
Scholarships and Financial Aid  
All the local autonomous universities offer a wide range of scholarships and financial aids for students to apply. Please refer to the 
respective local autonomous universities’ websites for more information.  
 
Links to AU information, subject requirements and IGP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.myskillsfuture.gov.sg/content/student/en/preu.html
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Section I – What else can I do while serving NS and/or waiting for the universities to reply?  
• Working (temporary, part-time, internships, attachments, serving NS etc.,). It does not have to be directly related to the 

university course of interest. More importantly, it is about gaining knowledge, developing skills and explaining how the 
experience(s) has helped you grow as a person, which in turn may improve your chances of securing a place in the university.  

o https://www.mycareersfuture.gov.sg/  
o Google “short term employment Singapore” or similar queries   

• Volunteering:   
o https://www.volunteer.gov.sg/  
o https://giving.sg  
o https://www.sg/sgcares 

• Attending courses, workshops, talks etc., (Google “free courses Singapore” or similar). Like working, it is about learning 
from the experience(s).  

• Picking up new skills (e.g., a sport, a hobby, coding/programming, transferable skills useful for work).  
• If you intend to re-sit for the A-level exams, SAT, ACT or any other tests, this is a good time to do it.  
• Consider applying for a course in polytechnics, SUSS part-time degree programmes or private education. If not, at least 

consider doing some research.  
• Those serving NS, you have 2 additional opportunities to apply to the AUs. Make use of the time to improve your situation 

(refer to points mentioned above)  
• Widening network of contacts while doing some of the above suggestions.  
• Having a conversation with our ECG counsellor Mr. Tan (telegram handle “chiaboon32”) 
 
Section J – Do’s and don’ts  

• Do research on all the universities, courses and options available – best not to limit your options. 

• Do reflect on your interests and strengths while shortlisting your choices – have belief, you are the expert of your life, no one 
else knows better. 

• Do seek support with the write-ups (personal statements, quick-takes, resumes etc.,) needed for admissions and other inputs 
before you finalise your submissions– there are practitioners out there who know a thing or two you don’t. For eg, you could 
seek the help of the ECG Counsellor, in MI or MOE HQ. 

• Do apply to all relevant AUs to give yourself the highest chance to get into a course as universities consider ABA too.  

• Don’t rush to submit your applications – it does NOT give you any advantage. You’d be surprised there are such beliefs out there. 

• Above said, don’t wait till the last minute – you will be surprised how much work needs to be done for each AU application. 

• Don’t rely on hearsays on decision making – always verify info with reliable sources such as the universities or ECG counsellors. 

• Don’t limit your AU or course options – if you applied, you still get a chance to appeal. If you didn’t apply, you stand ZERO chance. 

• Don’t wait till the dust has settled before seeking help – some options may not be available by then. 


